
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of the Autumn term, I want to thank all staff and volunteers for their
continued support, care and guidance to the children at St. Joseph’s. Thank you also to our
parents, carers and family members for working in partnership with the school too. 
A final thank you for all the lovely gifts parents have given to our staff, it is greatly appreciated.

It has been a wonderful final week of Advent preparations, with Christmas parties, our Nativity
Mass and Carol Concert at Sacred Heart yesterday evening.  

On a more sombre note, I have been concerned with the attendance percentages of many children
in our school, with around 17% of children classed as persistent absence (below 90%) and about
20% at risk (93% or lower).  Our updated Attendance Policy can be found on the school website
within the ‘Key Information-Policies’ tab which outlines the expectations by all stakeholders.

The Spring term begins at 8.30am on Monday 5  January 2026.  Our Year 6 children will starting a
four-week block of Top Up swimming in the first week and we will also have a start of the term Mass
on Thursday 8  January at 10.30am. 
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We will also have a ‘Sport Educator’ working in the school on Fridays from the first week back. This
will include a breakfast and after school club for different key stage as well as supporting our newly
appointed Year 5 ‘Play Makers’ at lunchtimes.  Further details to follow.

Wishing all our staff, children and families a very happy, holy and peaceful Christmas.

Mr Carry
Principal
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This Sunday’s Gospel tells us something about Mary who was chosen
by God to be the mother of his Son, Jesus (the name ‘Jesus’ means

‘the LORD saves’). 

God made man, the Word made flesh, is the fundamental truth of our
faith.

Our vocation is to grasp in greater depth the central mystery of faith
- God in our midst, in our flesh.

The Word became flesh so that we might know God’s love. ‘For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in

him should not perish but have eternal life.’ John 3:16

The Word became flesh to become our role model of holiness. 
‘Take my yoke upon you and learn from me.’ Matthew 11:29

Following St. Joseph, we grow closer to Jesus 
through our hard work, perseverance and kindness. 

Celebration of the 
Word of God



Gifts of God Awards
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Weekly Attendance Trophy 

Well done to Reception for the best
attendance this week at 94.54%.

House Points Weekly Winner 
Congratulations to St. Sebastian House

for gaining the most points this week.
593 points
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JANUARY

Every Tuesday - Book And Biscuit (3pm-3.20pm) BACK 6  JANth

 You are welcome to collect your child and pop along to the hall to hear them
read and share a book.

A member of staff will be on hand to welcome you.

Monday 5  January 2026th

Start of the Spring term - School opens for pupils (8.30am)

Monday 5  January 2026th

Board Game Club KS2
12pm-12.40pm Year 3 Class Room 

Tuesday 6  January 2026th

Feast of the Epiphany/ End of the Year of Jubilee

Wednesday 7  January 2026th

Top Up swimming for Year 6.  Please ensure that children are in school for
8.30am as the lessons start at 9am

Thursday 8  January 2026th

Start of school term Mass (10.30am)

Sunday 11  January 2026th

Baptism of the Lord 

Following St. Joseph, we grow closer to Jesus 
through our hard work, perseverance and kindness. 

UPCOMING DATES FOR THE DIARY
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